
The Development of Urban Station Communities - towards resource-efficiency and sustainable 

lifestyles? (Mistra Urban Futures) A project group with members from Göteborgsregionens 

Kommunalförbund, Trafikverket, Göteborgs Universitet and Chalmers have conducted a general 

literary review of what is known about station societies and their planning, developments, 

identities and prospects of becoming sustainable nodes in expanding economies. A general 

question that emerged as a focal point for continued research development is; How are station 

communities valued as living places and as a solution in the ambition for a sustainable 

development? 

Building on the literary review, 10 municipalities in western Sweden, together with 

Göteborgsregionens Kommunalförbund, Västra Götalandsregionen, Länsstyrelsen, Boverket, 

Jernhusen, SP - Sveriges Tekniska Forskningsinstitut and IVL - Svenska Miljöinstitutet are 

interested in taking part of knowledge development about urban planning in station 
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communities and to start a research project within Mistra Urban Futures 2014. To create 

communities where the station will add value and become a catalyst for urban development the 

municipalities have asked for further knowledge about: 

 How do we create a shared vision and an active dialogue with residents, government agencies 
and local industry and commerce early in the process? Following this how do we then together 
plan and act in accordance with our shared vision, even when facing criticism and limitations. 

 How do we solve the problems of noise, vibration and risks near station settlements?  

 How do we identify the uniqueness of each municipality so as to attract existing and new 
residents as well as industry and commerce? How do we highlight this uniqueness during our 
transformation? 

 How do we create, enable and promote attractive sustainable transport to and from the station 
that suits people's lifestyles? 

 How do we maximize the value of the land near stations? How do we plan and structure these 
areas to get the most out of them in terms of mixed functionality, e.g. meeting areas, offices, 
shops and flats? 

This clearly requires a transversal approach by experts in an array of disciplines ranging from civil 

engineering, transport, urban planning, architecture, finance, sociology, anthropology, design 

and even linguistics. With this in mind, YdF initiated this “Low Carbon stations” project, an 

international research project on what it takes to make multimodal, attractive, safe, energy and 

resource efficient, financially sound interchange stations that will integrate well in the low 

carbon cities of the future.  Currently, YdF develops the SPIN-UP methodology together with 

participants in Scandinavia, notably Storstockholms Lokaltrafik, Jönköpings Länstrafik and 

Trafikverket.  


