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In December 2017 Skopje topped the charts as the world’s most polluted
city [1]. And while this was merely a fleeting moment, Skopje’s case is emblematic
of a much more common and disturbing phenomenon: an increasingly complex web
of entanglements that both cause and maintain what could be described as modern
outposts of unsustainability’. In the case of Skopje, specifically, pollution does not
come isolated, but appears onto an equally alarming canvas of geopolitical
disrepute, identity crisis, acute poverty, staggering corruption and ethnic tensions.
In times of rapid changes and unpredictability, great social challenges no longer
come one by one [2]; what makes them great is their ever-greater entanglement in
one other, in the vein of Rittel’s now classical concept of a ‘wicked problem’ [3].
This means that we may have to embrace the dynamism it involves, without ever
satisfying any particular standard for completeness. To this background, the
challenge undertaken in this presentation is to address Skopje’s pollution problem
eclectically, by addressing its interlocking problems of unsustainability through the
prism of cultural contingents. By comparing Skopje’s dire situation to solutions
implemented in other parts of Europe, the presentation makes a signal contribution
to the sustainability agenda by proposing a number of priorities for action,
including an emphasis on institution building, technical input and self-governance.
The presentation also highlights a number of economic, ecological, and social
contradictions involved in the process of striving for sustainable development.
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Bo pmexemBpu 2017 rogura Ckorje ce Hajae Ha BPBOT Ha JINCTHTE KakKo
Haj3arageH rpan Bo cBetoT [l]. M monmeka oBa Oeme caMO MUHIIMB MOMEHT,
cirydajor Ha Ckomje € cuM00I Ha MHOTY ITOYECT M BOZHEMHPYBaukd (DEHOMEH: ce
co3llaBa ce MOBEKe KOMIUIEKCHA MpeXa Ha HECTaOMJIHOCT KOja NMpEeIW3BUKYBa U
Op’)kKyBa OHa INTO MOXeE Ja Cce€ ONHIIe Kako "MOJEpPHO YIOpHIITE Ha
HeoapkiuBoOCcT". Bo ciyuyajor co Ckorje, KOHKPETHO 3araJyBameTo, HE € MOBeKe
M30JIMpaHa IojaBa, TYKy MCTOTO ce [0jaByBa Ha MOJETHAKBO alapMaHTHO IOJe Ha
TCONOJIMTUYKO 3arpo3yBame, KpH3a Ha WIECHTUTETOT, aKyTHa CHpPOMAIITH]a,
KOpYIIIHja BO 3alpenacTyBayKy pa3MepH, Kako M €THHYKH TeH3uH. Bo Bpeme Ha
Op3H MPOMEHH U HENPEABUAIMBOCT, TOJEMHUTE COLMjATHU MPEIU3BHIM ITOBEKE HE
JoaraaT eleH o efieH [2]; OHa IITO T'M MpaBH GeauKku € HUBHOTO CE MOTOJIEMO
MeryceOHO HCIpEIIeTyBamke, a BO JyXOT Ha cera BeKe KIACHYHHOT KOHIIENT Ha
Puren (Rittel) 3a "301 mpoGmem" [3]. OBa 3Haum geka MoxkeOH ke Tpeba ma ja
npudaTUMe ITUHAMHKATa IITO ja BKIydyBa, 0e3 J1a ce 3aJ0BONM HEKOj IMOCeOeH
CTaHAap] 3a KOMIUIETHOCTa. Bo Taa cmucia, NpenIu3BUKOT IITO TO Ipe3eMame BO
oBaa Mpe3eHTalMja € Ha eKIeKmuyeH HayuK Ja TO TNOCOYMME NpOOJIEeMOT CO
3arajyBambeTo Ha CKollje, NpeKy HarjacyBame Ha INpOOJeMUTE MOBP3aHU CO
HEOJPKJIMBOCT W MPEKy MpHU3MaTa Ha KyJITypHHTe KOHTHUHI'eHTH. [Ipexy cropenda
Ha aJlapMaHTHaTa cocTojba 3a CKOIIje CO pellIeHH]ja KO Ce CIPOBEACHH BO IPYTUTE
JIeTIoBU/TpaioBH Ha EBpona, oBaa npe3eHTanyjaTa 1aBa WHULM]aJIeH NPUI0HEC KOH
areHjara 3a OIPXKIMBOCT, Npeaiarajki OpOjHM NPHOPHUTETH 3a IpPEB3eMame Ha
aKTHBHOCTH, CTaBajKM AaKLIEHT M HA 3ajaKHyBakbE€ HA HHCTHTYLUHUTE, TEXHHUIKH
JonpHHOC M camoympasa. [Ipeky oBaa mpeseHTaluja, UCTO Taka, c€ HariacyBaat
OpOjHM EKOHOMCKH, €KOJIOIIKM M COLHWjaJJH NPOTHBPEYHOCTH BKIYYCHH BO
MIPOLIECOT Ha CTPEMEX KOH OJIPKIIUB Pa3Boj.
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