
Realising Just Cities: 
Lessons, Impacts and 

Outcomes 
Twitter highlights and official photographs from 

Mistra Urban Futures 4th annual conference, 
hosted by the Urban Institute, University of Sheffield. 

Sheffield and Manchester, 13–18 October. 
#JustCities2019

https://twitter.com/Urban_Inst/status/1183654622583541761
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Mistra Urban 
Futures has 
worked to foster 
learning between 
different localities. 

On Monday 
14th October, as 
also on Thursday 
17th October, 
comparative 
projects met to 
workshop findings 
together.

https://twitter.com/UrbanDavidSimon/status/1183712719997935616


Mistra Urban Futures @MistraUrbanFut

Lessons learned from comparative projects about SDGs now at the 
Annual Conference, Sheffield. #SheffSocScience #JustCities2019 
#realisingjustcities Ileana Versace & Sandra Valencia.



Groups also met to discuss cultural 
heritage; migration; public finance; 
transport; and waste management.

https://twitter.com/eatingwaste/status/1184025059989577728


That afternoon it rained, 
which was unfortunate for 
the multitude who departed 
on walks around Sheffield. 

With a professional tour guide, 
one group viewed the highlights of 
New and Old Sheffield. 

Photograph: @jennyspatient
Near Park Hill flats, Sheffield.

https://twitter.com/jennyspatient/status/1183770951772725254


Kelham Island
Others took a tour of Kelham Island, birth place of 
social justice activist Mary Anne Rawson (1801–
1887) and winner of the UK & Ireland Urbanism 
Awards “Great Neighbourhood” category (2019). 

Photographs: @alixx_p

https://twitter.com/alixx_p/status/1183739462028840960
https://twitter.com/alixx_p/status/1183739462028840960


Resilience

Officers from 
Sheffield City Council 
involved a third 
group in a walking 
conversation about 
climate resilience, 
showing how the 
“Grey to Green” 
scheme has been 
transforming parts of 
the city centre. 

https://twitter.com/rbellinson/status/1183752149303549954


Heat

Sheffield Hallam 
researcher Dr Aimee 
Ambrose took intrepid 
explorers along the 
route of Sheffield’s 
district heating system 
and into the 
incinerator—involving 
heights not 
recommended for the 
faint-hearted.

https://twitter.com/AimeeAmbrose/status/1183824161808011264


For those seeking a gentler (and drier) 
outing, Dr Charlie Spring led a 
delegation to Heeley City Farm, a 
community-based enterprise south-
east of the city centre. Visitors heard 
about experimentation with 
aquaponics—cultivating plants and 
aquatic life symbiotically—and what 
‘The Food Works’ are doing to tackle 
waste in Sheffield. 

Food

https://twitter.com/MistraUrbanFut/status/1183758650713804800
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What a venue to kick off the Realising Just Cities conference #JustCities2019 
—@JonDavies_1

On Tuesday, the doors of Cutlers’ Hall, 
Sheffield, opened to welcome anyone 
with an interest in Realising Just Cities.



Beth Perry, Co-Director of the University of 
Sheffield’s Urban Institute, and Director of 
Realising Just Cities UK welcomed delegates 
to discuss Lessons, Impacts and Outcomes.



Mistra Urban Futures’ director David Simon 
explained the history and overall impact of 
the international Realising Just Cities 
research centre.



What difference did it make?
Mistra Urban Futures put the question to stakeholders 

from five cities.

Maria Sigroth, Head of Regional Planning and 

Environment, Gothenburg Region was first to respond.

https://twitter.com/UrbanDavidSimon/status/1184029894059200512


Sharon Davis:

All over the world women are living 

with the same issues, the same 

pressures, the same inequalities . . .  

We found we can support each other 

to change that. We need to challenge 

these systems that are holding us at 
disadvantage. 

https://twitter.com/sophiedking/status/1184059993504522240
https://twitter.com/sophiedking/status/1184059993504522240


Peter Ahmad (Cape Town), Sam Okello 

(Kisumu) and Barry Ness (Skåne) also testified 

about the impact of Realising Just Cities.



Ten workshops served to exchange learning and 
share outcomes from Realising Just Cities research.  
These included:



1: Realising just cities in the 

context of Agenda 2030 and the 

Sustainable Development Goals



https://twitter.com/MistraUrbanFut/status/1184064874604892161


2: Universities and urban 

development: knowledge in action



Dr. Caitlin McMullin  @caitlinmcmullin Oct 15
Uni-city partnerships & boundary crossing: what’s important is what happens when you ‘go back to 
your home base’ and how you change how your work, not about merging institutions #justcities2019
@MistraUrbanFut

https://twitter.com/caitlinmcmullin/status/1184052925800337408
https://twitter.com/hashtag/justcities2019?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/MistraUrbanFut


3: Small but diverse: the role of 

urban and rural communities in 

place-based diversity and 

inclusiveness

https://twitter.com/MistraUrbanFut/status/1184061754059448320


4: Building capacity for co-production: 

training the next generation of scholars 

and practitioners



5: Agenda 2030 and public finance: 

who pays for sustainable cities?



6: Participatory cities and alternative 

models of urban development



https://twitter.com/sophiedking/status/1184101181880229888


7: What is meaningful collaboration? 

Reflections from work on food 

systems and urban regeneration

https://twitter.com/MistraUrbanFut/status/1184097049710661639


8: Practices, processes and 

politics of city-academic 

partnerships



Prof Beth Perry @TheUrbanBeth Oct 15

#JustCities2019 final workshop on co-production with residents, communities and activists starting 

now @MistraUrbanFut @Urban_Inst @UK_RJC with Mums Mart, @sdinet and @gmhousingaction and 

@sophiedking

9: What do we need to do differently 

to co-produce knowledge and action 

with residents, activists and

communities?

https://twitter.com/TheUrbanBeth/status/1184111693569363968


10: Co-production at pace: 

reacting to a climate emergency





Closing the day, Åsa Moberg (MISTRA), Vanessa Toulmin 
(University of Sheffield), Mark Whitworth (Sheffield City Council) 
and Caroline Kihato (Mistra Urban Futures) responded to the question: 

How can we support local action to address 
global challenges and realise more just cities?

Panel discussion
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Greater 
Manchester

On Wednesday 16th

October, Mistra Urban 
Futures delegates travelled 
across the Pennines.

In the morning, a selection 
of site visits offered the 
chance to learn about 
Realising Just Cities UK 
research in the Greater 
Manchester city-region.

https://twitter.com/eatingwaste/status/1184469574961500163


Visit to Hulme 
Community Garden
To hear from partners in the 
project Self-organising Action 
for Food Equity, and sample 
some locally-grown apples.

Photographs: @alixx_p

https://twitter.com/alixx_p/status/1184426650840244224


https://twitter.com/eatingwaste/status/1184470762989785088


Dr Vicky Simpson @TheUrbanVicky Oct 16

Just started our housing field trip with #JustCities2019 of Manchester City Centre 

and surrounding areas #poverty #newbuilds #homelessness #financialisation - led 

by @InvisibleMapper and @gmhousingaction @UK_RJC @MistraUrbanFut

A walking tour led by Jon Silver and Rich Goulding, GM Housing Action—
drawing on the projects: Housing Futures and Whose Knowledge Matters?

From homes to assets: 
Housing financialisation in Greater Manchester.

https://twitter.com/TheUrbanVicky
https://twitter.com/TheUrbanVicky/status/1184406122008076288
https://twitter.com/hashtag/JustCities2019?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/poverty?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/newbuilds?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/homelessness?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/financialisation?src=hash
https://twitter.com/InvisibleMapper
https://twitter.com/gmhousingaction
https://twitter.com/UK_RJC
https://twitter.com/MistraUrbanFut


Energy Walk: 
Power in the City
Developed with and 
led by Carbon Co-op 
as part of the Jam and 
Justice project.

Opening new 
conversations about 
energy futures.

Photographs: @CarbonCoop

https://twitter.com/CarbonCoop/status/1184442369925619713




Community-led organising: 
lessons from the Global South.
Wythenshawe visit with Sophie King and Mums Mart Community Association.

https://twitter.com/DianaMitlin/status/1184436357676109824


A visit to Manchester Settlement

Meeting Adrian Ball, Catherine Durose, Liz Richardson, and other 
members of Jam and Justice’s Action Research Collective.

Emma Björner  @EBjorner Oct 16

Study visit in Manchester on co-production in action. Inspiring to hear 

about Manchester Settlement and the Action Research Collective. 

#JustCities2019 #TiMS

https://twitter.com/EBjorner/status/1184426215383486466
https://twitter.com/hashtag/JustCities2019?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TiMS?src=hashtag_click


International
Policy 
Exchange
Organised with and hosted by 
Greater Manchester Combined Authority.

Wednesday afternoon

Photos: Jason Lawton for Realising Just Cities.



In the afternoon, we reconvened 
in central Manchester for a policy 
exchange focused on the idea of 
municipal co-production.

Policy leads from Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority 
spoke about the city-region’s 
approach to co-producing across 
five themes:

• Public services

• Cultural strategy

• Ageing

• Employment

• Digital strategy



Much of the discussion was 

captured graphically by live 

scribe Hannah Williams



International respondents reflected on 
connections between what they had heard 
and what is happening where they live:



Everyone shared their own experience, 

identifying strengths and weaknesses of 

co-production, examples, and tools, 

resources and techniques.



The live scribing was complete as Andy 

Burnham, Greater Manchester’s first 

elected mayor, arrived to find out about 

Realising Just Cities.



The day concluded with a celebratory buffet, 

marking 4 years’ of Realising Just Cities and 

a decade of MISTRA Urban Futures.
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The final stages of the 
conference included 
further comparative 
workshops hosted at the 
University of Sheffield, 
meetings of the MISTRA 
Urban Futures board and 
Local Interaction 
Platform Coordinators, 
and the 2019 Realising 
Just Cities keynote 
lecture:



Climate Change, 
Uncertainty and the City
Realising Just Cities 2019 
Keynote Lecture

Professor Lyla Mehta
Institute for Sustainable 
Development, Sussex 
University

Top right: Detail from original photograph of The Diamond, 
by Chemical Engineer. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike license 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Diamond_UoS_1_26_May_2017.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


The scale and impacts of 
climate change remain 
deeply uncertain, 
particularly at the local 
level, where climate-related 
uncertainties combine with 
unequal capitalist growth 
trajectories often 
exacerbating social and 
political inequities and the 
vulnerabilities of 
marginalised communities. 



“It was an excellent conference… 
A special thanks for ALL your hard 
work and attention to detail and 

care, much appreciated.”

International delegates departed gradually, 
with generous feedback:



Realising Just Cities: 
Lessons, Impacts and 

Outcomes 
#JustCities2019

https://twitter.com/Urban_Inst/status/1183654622583541761

